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CONFIDENTIAL DACCA 2119 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, BG 

SUB J : ELEVEN POLITICAL PRISONERS RELEASED 
REF: A) 76 DACCA 6081 (NOTAL); B) DACCA 2116 

1 . ON APRIL 21, THE NARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATION ANNOUNCED 
THE RELEASE OF ELEVEN POLITICAL PRISONERS. IN 

CLUDED AMONG THE RELEASED WERE ABDUL MALIK UKIL, FORMER SPEAKER 
OF THE BANGLADESH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND SENIOR AWAMI LEAGUE 
LEADER; ABDUL MATIN, A LEADER OF THE EAST PAKISTAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY WHO WAS ARRESTED IN 1974; AND MRS. MATIA 
CHOUDHURY, A MEMBER OF NATIONAL AWAMI PARTY (MUZAFFAR GROUP) 
WHO WAS ARRESTED LAST NOVEMBER WHEN PRESIDENT ZIA ASSUMED 
THE POSITION OF CHIEF MARTIAL LAW ADMINISTRATOR (REFTEL A). 

THE OTHER EIGHT POLITICIANS RELEASED APPEAR TO BE A 
DISPARATE COLLECTION OF LESSER LIGHTS. 

2. COMMENT: IT DOES NOT APPEAR THAT THE RELEASE OF 
THESE POLITICAL PRISONERS IS DIRECTLY RELATED TO ZIA'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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ASSUMPTION OF THE PRESIDENCY, ALTHOUGH SUCH A STEP WOULD 
REQUIRE HIS EXPLICIT APPROVAL. THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN 
RELEASED DO NOT APPEAR TO POSE A CHALLENGE TO ZIA S 
AUTHORITY EITHER AS PRESIDENT OR AS CMLA. ABDUL MALIK 
UKIL AS A MODERATE AWAMI LEAGUER IS LIKELY TO ALIGN 
HIMSELF WITH MIZANUR RAHMAN CHOUDHURY IN THE LATTER'S 
ATTEMPT TO GAIN CONTROL OF THE AWAMI LEAGUE (REFTEL B). 
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MATIA CHOUDHURY AND ABDUL MATIN'S PARTIES ARE TOO SMALL 
TO CAUSE CONCERN TO ZIA. IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT MRS. 

SAJEDA CHOUDHURY, FORMERLY ACTING GENERAL SECRETARY OF 
THE AWAMI LEAGUE AND KNOWN AS A MORE STRIDENT "MUJIBBADI", 

WAS NOT RELEASED. SHE AND MUSHTAQUE AHMAD ARE ONLY 
PROMINENT DETAINEES FROM NOVEMBER ROUNDUP STILL IN CUSTODY. 

MASTERS 
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